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Limited attendance to this meeting was advertised for the public to call (575) 356-6662, Option 3, prior to the 
meeting.  Social distancing and face covering restrictions encouraged for the safety of attendees.  Questions or 
comments from citizens may be submitted in writing to the City Clerk or City Manager before or after the 
meeting. Contact information for both officers is on the City’s website at www.portalesnm.gov. Covid-19 social-
distancing and face-covering restrictions will apply for the safety of attendees. The following item(s) is/are 
scheduled for consideration and action by the City Council: 
              
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTALES in a Regular Meeting held with limited attendance to 
best protect the health of the public and employees due to the Covid-19 restrictions on Tuesday, July 6, 2021, 
at 6:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Memorial Building, 200 E. 7th Street, Portales, NM in full conformity 
with the rules and regulations.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller called the meeting to order in the absence of Mayor 
Jackson and asked the City Clerk to call roll.  The Councilors present and constituting a quorum were: 
 
MAYOR:   Ronald L. Jackson (absent) 
 
MAYOR PRO-TEM:  Michael G. Miller  
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Daniel W. Boan    Michael James “Jim” Lucero 
    Veronica A. Cordova   Dianne Y. Parker (absent) 

Chadrick H. Heflin   Oscar H. Robinson         
    Jake J. Lopez        
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Sarah Austin, City Manager  Randy Knudson, City Attorney 
    Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk  Marilyn Rapp, Finance Director 
    Carla Weems, Deputy City Clerk  Chris Williams, Police Chief 
    T. J. Cathey, Fire Chief   Trevor Chacon, FF/EMT Inter med. 
    Susan Baysinger, PW Proj. Admin. Sharleen McFadden, CPO 
    Katherine Hall, P.A.T. Coord.  Jenny Warmuth, P.A.T. Dispatcher 
    Latressa Koenig, P.A.T. Driver  Summre Tomlinson, P.A.T. Driver 
    Jodi Diaz, Recreation Director  Christine Mitchell, I. T. Tech. 
    Donna Rutherford, Planning Dir.  Other Fire Department Staff 
          
OTHERS PRESENT:  Kevin Wilson, Press   Greg Dobbins 
    Juanita Dobbins    Lloyd McCargill 
    Owen Pierce    David Essex, Xcel Energy 
   

http://www.portalesnm.gov/
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Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked Councilor Robinson to give the invocation and Councilor Heflin led the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the Salute to the New Mexico flag. 
 
 
(A) MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S):   

1. Regular Meeting held June 22, 2021. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked the Council to consider the minutes of the Regular Meeting held June 22, 2021. He 
asked for comments or corrections. Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Hefl in 
made the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of June 22, 2021, as presented.  
Councilor Boan seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  
No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(B) PROCLAMATION DECLARING JULY 16, 2021, AS “RURAL TRANSIT DAY” IN PORTALES, NEW 
MEXICO 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller called Susan Baysinger, Public Works Project Administrator, to come forward to receive 
the proclamation declaring July 16, 2021, as Rural Transit Day in Portales, New Mexico.  The Mayor Pro-Tem 
read the proclamation aloud to those present.  Mrs. Baysinger called the representatives of the department 
forward.  Mrs. Baysinger told the Council that the plan for that day is to provide them with a warm meal and a 
flower in appreciation of all their service.  Mrs. Baysinger introduced Katherine Hall, Coordinator; Jenny 
Warmuth, Dispatcher; Latressa Koenig and Summre Tomlinson, Drivers in the P.A.T. Department.  The 
department was applauded for their service. 
 
 
(C) RECOGNITION OF PORTALES FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL FOR OBTAINING FIRE AND EMT 
CERTIFICATIONS WITHIN FIRST YEAR OF EMPLOYMENT 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller introduced the item as recognition of Portales Fire Department personnel for obtaining 
Fire and EMT certifications within the first year of employment.  He asked Fire Chief Cathey to present.  Chief 
Cathey asked Firefighter Chacon to step forward and commented that Mr. Chacon had come to the department 
with a lot of life experience.  Chief Cathey told the Council that he was in Basic class when he started and since 
that time, he has obtained his Firefighter 1 and 2, his Fire Inspector and most recently, his EMT Intermediate 
and with that has earned his Challenge coin.  The Council and audience applauded Firefighter Chacon for his 
accomplishments. 
   
Chief Cathey took the opportunity to invite everyone to the Grand Opening of Fire Station 2 this Saturday at 10 
a.m.  He said that the department had been working diligently to try to get the station ready.  (Fire staff 
present were toned out and had to leave the meeting.) He commented that they are working on minor details, 
but that they are still on pace for the grand opening July 10th.  He asked for questions.  Councilor Cordova 
asked if he had invited La Casa to the grand opening and offered to contact the Director. 
 
 
 
(D) PRESENTATION OF 40-YEAR SERVICE AWARD TO JOAN MARTINEZ-TERRY, CITY CLERK  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked City Clerk Joan Martinez-Terry to step forward to be recognized for 40 years of 
service with the City of Portales.  The Mayor Pro-Tem presented the certificate and read it aloud honoring her 
for her years of service.  A letter of recognition signed by the City Manager and the 40-year service pin was 
presented to her congratulating her on her accomplishment.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller presented her with a 
memento of her service from the staff and Council and thanked for her service.  Martinez-Terry commented that 
her payroll number was the smallest listed but that Mr. Miller’s was the next smallest number on the list.  She 
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told the Council, staff, and audience that the job was a challenge, but always new and exciting.  She thanked 
the Council and City for allowing her to serve. 
 
 
(E) COUNCIL APPOINTMENT(S): 

1. Council Appointment to the Board of the Eastern New Mexico Water Utility Authority. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller told the Council that Mayor Jackson had requested the re-appointment of Council Lucero 
to the Board of the Eastern New Mexico Water Utility Authority.  He asked the Council if they agreed and asked 
the City Attorney if a formal motion was needed.  City Attorney Knudson said that they did not, and the 
Councilors indicated that they agreed to the re-appointment with no formal action required. 

2. Appointment of Bobby Roybal to Replace an Alternate Judge for the Municipal Court. 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked City Manager Austin to present the appointment of Bobby Roybal to replace an 
alternate Judge for the Municipal Court.  Mrs. Austin commented that Mr. Roybal had been recommended by 
Mayor Jackson to replace Charlie Smart as alternate to the judge.  She stated that due to a conflict of interest, 
Mr. Smart had relinquished his appointment, since he is contracting with the Portales Police Department.  
Councilor Lopez and Mayor Pro-Tem stated that the City Manager is authorized to make the appointment.   
 
 
(F) REVIEW AND RATIFICATION OF THE CITY’S PAYMENTS/BILLS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 2021. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked Finance Director Marilyn Rapp to present the bills for the month of June 2021.  Mrs. 
Rapp told the Council that the amount of bills for June was $1,648,260.12.  She commented that the 
expenditures are within budgeted limits adding that the amount paid was a little higher than usual due to 
having three (3) payrolls in June.  She commented that in looking through the expenses she did not find any 
one huge item in the bills.  She asked for questions and there being none, she asked for approval of the bills.   
 
  JUNE 2021   

Pooled Cash Fund 999 1,648,260.12 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Lucero made the motion to approve 
the payment of bills for the month of June 2021 as presented.  Councilor Robinson seconded the 
motion.  All Council members present voted in support of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion 
carried. 
 
  
(G) APPROVAL OF AWARD OF BID TO MAXWELL ASPHALT, INC. FOR TAXIWAY B PAVEMENT 
MAINTENANCE PROJECT PENDING FUNDING AGENCY APPROVAL AND APPROPRIATIONS. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked Sharleen McFadden, Chief Procurement Officer, to present the award of bid for 
Taxiway B Pavement Maintenance Project pending funding agency approval and appropriations. Mrs. McFadden 
told the Council that staff is seeking approval of award of the project to Maxwell Asphalt, Inc.  She reported 
that two (2) bids were submitted and reviewed by the engineering firm, Molzen-Corbin & Associates.  She told 
the Council that the engineer and staff recommend that the project be awarded to Maxwell Asphalt, Inc. for 
$121,532.43 including GRT contingent upon FAA approval and sufficient appropriations.  She stated that their 
bid was the lowest responsive bid.  Councilor Lucero asked if the bidder had all clearances.  Mrs. McFadden 
responded in the affirmative that they were the lowest responsive, responsibility bidder.  She commented that 
typically this Airport project would be funded as 90% FAA, 5% by the state and 5% by the City; however, due 
to the CARES Act, the project is funded at 100% by the FAA.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked for questions from 
the Council.  Councilor Cordova asked if the 5% match had been budgeted even knowing that the project would 
be funded at 100%.  Mrs. McFadden responded that it had been budgeted.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked the 
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pleasure of the Council. Councilor Cordova made the motion to approve the Award of Bid to Maxw ell 
Asphalt, Inc. for the Tax iway B Pavement Maintenance project pending funding agency approval 
and appropriations as presented.  Councilor Robinson seconded the motion.  All Council members 
present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 
 
(H) RESOLUTION #21-22-01, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR’S (MAYOR PRO-TEM’S) 
SIGNATURE ON THE LITTER CONTROL & BEAUTIFICATION GRANT AGREEMENT #22-418-6002-
00041-00 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked Jodi Diaz, Recreation Director, to report on Resolution #21-22-01, authorizing the 
Mayor’s signature on Litter control and Beautification grant agreement #22-418-6002-00041-00.  Mrs. Diaz told 
the Council that the grant was awarded by the New Mexico Department of Tourism for $5,072.32.  Mayor Pro-
Tem Miller asked for questions from the Council.  Mayor Pro Tem Miller asked the pleasure of the Council. 
Councilor Robinson made the motion to adopt Resolution #21-22-01, Authorizing the Mayor Pro-
Tem’s signature on the Litter control and Beautification grant agreement #22-418-6002-00041-00 
as presented.  Councilor Lopez seconded the motion.  Roll call vote by all Council members present 
resulted in support of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(I) ITEM(S) FROM THE PLANNING OFFICE: 

1. Vacation of Right-of-Way for Roosevelt General Hospital. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked Donna Rutherford, Planning Director, to present the Vacation of Right-of-Way for 
Roosevelt General Hospital.  Mrs. Rutherford reported that Roosevelt General Hospital (Hospital) had requested 
vacation of a portion of the utility right-of-way at 42121 Highway 70.  She stated that the hospital is 
constructing two (2) new buildings on the northeast side of the hospital.  She commented that one of the 
buildings will extend into the utility right-of-way.  She stated that letters were sent out to all utilities and only 
one of them responded that they had fiber cable there, but it was confirmed that it had been abandoned.  She 
stated that the rest of the right-of-way will remain as is because there are existing utilities in it.  She reported 
that the property is not located in the city limits, but it is in the planning and platting jurisdiction of the City.  
She stated that the Planning Commission held a public hearing on February 22, 2021, and approved the 
application by a five (5) in favor and zero (0) against vote.  She explained that this request did not come to the 
Council immediately because the cable did not come in as abandoned right away.  Mrs. Rutherford stated that 
she did not want to bring it to the Council until they had confirmation that the line was inactive.  She reported 
that the County had to go through CenturyLink to confirm that it was their line and that it had been abandoned.  
Mayor Pro-Tem asked if the Council had anything to add.  Councilor Heflin stated that it was easy and that no 
one was for or against it at the public hearing, so the Planning Commission had approved it.  Mayor Pro-Tem 
Miller asked for further questions from the Council.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked the pleasure of the Council. 
Councilor Lopez made the motion to approve the request by Roosevelt General Hospital for 
vacation of right-of-way as presented.  Councilor Boan seconded the motion.  All Council members 
present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 
 

2. Zone Change for K&B Properties, LLC from R-1 (Single Family Residential to R-2 (Multi-
Family Residential). 

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked Donna Rutherford, Planning Director, to present the zone change requested for 
K&B Properties, LLC for property located at 124 and 128 E. 18th Street from an R-1 (Single Family Residential) 
(actually from a PZ Zone) to an R-2 (Multi-Family Residential) Zone. She reported that the area was annexed, 
and the zone changed in February of 2018 to a PZ zone.  She commented that there is an existing R-2 zone 
across 18th Street in the same block. She reported that the owners had decided that there was a need for one 
(1) and two (2) bedroom tri-plexes in Portales.  She stated that the owners plan to build several sets of 
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townhouses on these two (2) large lots.  Mrs. Rutherford reported that the Planning Commission had held a 
public hearing on June 14, 2021.  The Planning Commission had approved the application by a unanimous vote 
of four (4) in favor and zero (0) against.  Councilor Heflin commented that there was no public comment on the 
request.  Councilor Lucero stated that he had talked to the owners about the opportunity and that he felt that it 
was a good fit for the city.  Mrs. Rutherford asked for approval by the Council.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked the 
pleasure of the Council. Councilor Lucero made the motion to approve the request by K&B Properties, 
LLC for the zone change to an R-2 (Multi-Family Residential) Zone as presented.  Councilor Heflin 
seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  
Motion carried. 
 
 
(J) OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked for items of other business.  He started the comments with City Manager Austin. 

Update on Status of Pothole Repairs:  City Manager Austin told the Council there a lot of potholes that 
need repair.  She commented that more cold mix has been ordered and that the potholes identified have been 
set up on a priority basis.  She said that a problem the city has is that we need help—that there are job 
openings, so the staff is limited.  She commented that another problem is that the potholes are full of water, 
and it is hard to get the mix to set, so staff is trying to do the work when it dries.  She reported that staff had 
advised that they had filled potholes on 18th Street, Oakwood Manor, part of Main Street and the intersection of 
3rd and Avenue F.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked if getting the material is an issue.  Councilor Cordova asked if 
the department had material on hand.  Mrs. Austin responded that there is some material available, but that 
more material is needed.  Councilor Robinson asked if the department was using both pieces of equipment to 
work on the potholes.  Mrs. Baysinger responded in the affirmative that there are two crews. 

Question about the Cleanest Yard Contest:  Councilor Cordova asked Recreation Director Jodi Diaz if the 
deadline was up for nominations for the Cleanest Yard Contest.  She commented that she had been out of 
town.  Mrs. Diaz responded that the yards had been selected.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller suggested that 
nominations be given to Mrs. Diaz for next time. 
 
Comments Relating to the new Cannabis Law:  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller reported that he had attended a 
conference on the new Cannabis law.  He expressed the need to have the City Attorney advise the Council 
regarding what the city can or cannot do relating to incoming Cannabis businesses in Portales. 
 
   
There being no further business, Mayor Pro-Tem Miller adjourned the meeting at 6:50 p.m. 
 
 
       
Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk 


